TWIN CITIES BASS CLUB

TOURNAMENT RULES

AMENDED AND ADOPTED FOR 2020   
ARTICLE I: TOURNAMENTS

A. There shall be one monthly club sponsored tournament. Additional tournaments can be scheduled, but monthly tournament points will not be awarded for additional tournaments. Additional tournaments can be classified as guest tournaments, if fished with a club member.

B. In order to fish the monthly club sponsored tournament, a member must be in good standing. All past club dues must be paid prior to the start of the tournament, unless previous arrangements have been made with the Treasurer and Tournament Director. It will be the member’s responsibility to ensure that dues and tournament fees are paid prior to the start of the tournament, preferably at the meeting prior to the tournament, thus eliminating extra cash at the site.

C. A minimum of two (2) boats and four (4) fishermen are required to schedule an official monthly tournament. The minimum requirement will be met during the monthly meeting prior to the tournament date.

ARTICLE II: PRIOR TO THE START OF THE TOURNAMENT

A. Starting numbers will be drawn at the club meeting prior to the tournament.
B. A meeting of all anglers will be held before the tournament starts. At that time the Tournament Director will ensure that all watches are synchronized and announce the time of the tournament conclusion, size and creel limits for the tournaments.

C. The boater with the last launch number will be the Starting Official. The Starting Official or Tournament Director shall check live wells of each participant’s boat prior to the start of the tournament. The Tournament Director will not act as the starting official.

D. The Tournament Director will check the Starting Official’s live well.

E. Participants may start to fish after the Starting Official has called their number, and the participants have moved at least 50 yards from the starting point.

F. The Tournament Director has the authority to suggest a change in the start and/or stop time, call off the tournament due to hazardous weather conditions, or change the tournament site. Club members present at the tournament site will vote to approve or disapprove any changes suggested.

G. Partners should resolve a schedule that permits equal time fishing at their different locations. The Non-Boater will not be permitted to operate the engine controls or the tolling motor unless the Boater authorizes it. If the Non-Boater chooses not to pick his fishing location, he will wave his right and will not be able to Protest this action.
H. On the scheduled day of the tournament, a minimum of one (1) boat and two (2) fishermen are required to officially start the tournament.

ARTICLE III: SAFETY

A. ALL BOATS MUST BE OPERATED IN A SAFE MANNER.

B. Each participant will wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket while the boat’s combustible engine is operating above idle speed, unless the State Law requires it to be worn any time the engine is in operation. Individuals are responsible for providing their own life jackets.

C. No ALCOHOLIC beverages will be consumed during monthly tournaments during the hours of the tournaments or until the boat is trailered

ARTICLE IV: RESTRICTIONS

A. Any member intending to fish the monthly tournament must let his intentions be known at that month’s regular meeting. Failure to notify would preclude the member from participation in the draw for partners. In the event an open boat was available, this member would be allowed to fish, but not for points. In the event an emergency arises in which a member cannot make his intentions known before the monthly meeting but does make his intentions known before the scheduled date of the tournament, the Executive Committee will make the determination if the member did in fact have an emergence and approve or disapproved the request. If the request is approved, the Executive Committee will ensure arrangements are made prior to the tournaments date.

B. No participant will be allowed to fish within 50 yards of another contestant’s boat, if it is anchored with the trolling motor up.

C. No fishing will be allowed in waters prohibited by State, County, or Federal regulations.

D. All fishing must be conducted from the boat.

E. Only casting, spinning, spin-cast, or fly rod tackle may be used. Only one rod may be used at a time. No trolling or live bait allowed.
F. The Twin Cities Bass Club will not sanction trailer tournaments.

ARTICLE V: TOURNAMENT SITES, DATES, TIMES, AND FEES

SECTION I: TOURNAMENT SITES

A. The tournament site for the month will be voted on by the club membership during the monthly meeting the month before. This includes the spring and fall two-day tournaments. Tournament locations must be approved by a majority of the members. Two-day tournaments may be fished when approved by the majority vote. In the event of a tie, the President will vote to break the tie.
B. In the event that a selected tournament site becomes non-fishable (non-fishable is defined as unfavorable water conditions, weather, or extenuating circumstances), an alternate site will be selected in order of precedence as follows:

1. Tournament site will be decided by majority vote of the club members at the next club meeting.

2. If a regular club meeting will not be before the scheduled tournament, an Executive Committee meeting will decide and notify members prior to departing for the tournament site.

3. At the proposed site, by a majority vote of members present.

SECTION II: TOURNAMENT DATES

A. Tournament date will be the first Saturday following the monthly club meeting.

This date can be adjusted to accommodate maximum participation.

B. The spring two-day tournament date will be voted at the February monthly club meeting.
C. The fall two-day tournament date will be voted at the September monthly club meeting.

D. The December tournaments shall be held on the second weekend of December, due to the holidays.

SECTION III: TOURNMENT TIMES

Tournament times will be from safe light to 3PM.

SECTION IV: TOURNAMENT FEES

A. Tournament participation fee is $25.00 per tournament for each club member fishing. The Treasurer prior to the start of each tournament will collect tournament fees. If the Treasurer is not available, an Executive Committee member will collect tournament fees. The tournament fee will be used to provide awards in the following percentages;

1-14 club members pays 

1. First Place= 55%

2. Second Place=35%
3. Club=10% 

15-20 club members pays 

1.  First Place= 50%

2.  Second Place= 25%

3. Third Place= 15%

4. Club=10%

NOTE: If less than two members weigh-in fish, the tournament awards will be paid as follows: one place only =90% and the club fee=10%. If no fish are caught, the tournament fees will be returned to the members.

B. Awards will be cash or check only.
C. Guest fishermen will not be allowed to participate in the tournament award program. Guest fishermen may participate in any side pots.

ARTICLE VI: TOURNAMENT PARTNERS AND THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES
SECTION I: TOURNAMENT PARTNERS BY OPEN DRAW

A. Partners will be chosen for the upcoming tournaments at the regular monthly meeting. The Tournament Director shall draw a non-boater’s name and the non-boater shall draw a boater’s name. 
B. Any member who fails to notify the Tournament Director or a member of the Executive Committee of their intentions to fish, and shows up at the tournament site, can fish provided there is an open boat. Members cannot pull a non-member or guest in order to fish.
SECTION II: NON-MEMBER EXCEPTIONS

A. Any non-member fisherman shall be permitted to fish with a single member, provided prior arrangements have been made with the Tournament Director. This is also provided all club members are fishing. Club Members Always Fish First provided the member has made his intentions known in accordance with Article IV, Sub-Section A, and Article VI, Section I.

B. Members with open boats may be called upon to have another member fish with them up til 5PM on Thursday prior to the tournament. After that, the member may make arrangements to have someone else fish with him/her, or pair with an open boater.

SECTION III: PARTNERS RESPONSIBILITY

A. It is the member’s responsibility to notify both their partner and the Tournament Director in the event they are unable to participate in the upcoming tournament. It is beneficial that as much advance notice as possible is given.

B. Partners are to resolve expense sharing to their mutual satisfaction. In the event a mutual agreement cannot be reached, the Tournament Director will act as an arbitrator with the rest of the Executive Committee members becoming involved, only if a satisfactory solution cannot be reached with the Tournament Director.

ARTICLE VII: PENALITIES

A. No contestant may allow fish caught by him/her to be counted on the score of another contestant. Contestants found guilty of this charge will be subject to expulsion from the club

B. Late arrival for weigh-in will result in a .20 from scale weight per minute penalty. After fifteen (15) minutes, no points for weight will be allowed. Re-qualification for unforeseen difficulties will be determined by the Executive Committee and announced at the next monthly meeting.

C. Any under-sized bass presented for weigh-in will result in the culling of that member’s largest fish.

D. There will be a .25 scale weight deduction for each fish determined to be dead at the weigh-in. This deduction will be accounted for on the total weight. 
ARTICLE VIII: TOURNAMENT LIMITS

        The following Bass will be the only Bass allowed to be weighed in, LM Bass, SM Bass, Shoal Bass, Spotted Bass and Choctaw Bass. If the club was too have a club tournament in lower Florida, then Red Eye Bass and Suwannee Bass will be addressed at that time.
A. Each contestant is allowed a limit of five (5) bass at weigh-in, each of which must be a minimum of twelve (12) inches long from tip of the tail (when squeezes together) to the mouth of the fish (which must be closed). A “Golden Rule” ruler will be used to measure fish at weigh-in. At no time will a contestant have more than the allowed club limit of bass in his/hers live well. Culling will be accomplished immediately upon catching the fish that exceeds the club limit. There will be no culling of DEAD fish at any time.
B. All participants will adhere to all state and federal laws, at all times. The regulations may alter the twelve (12) inch size limit and creel limit.

C. All bass that are weighed alive, at weigh-in, must be released. An exception would be a fish in the Lunker category (over five pounds) that is to be mounted.

D.  Determination of an injured fish (hook in mouth) to be alive or dead will be made by the Tournament Director or one of the appointed weigh-masters.

ARTICLE IX: WEIGH-IN RULES

A. The Tournament Director and weigh-masters will weigh in bass on the club scales, minus stringers and/or marking devices. The contestant recording the highest total weight on the tournament scales will be declared the winner for the month. Each contestant will verify and initial the official weight record at the time of the weigh-in.

B. The Tournament Director at the site of the tournament will determine time of the weigh-in.

C. In the event of a tie, the contestant with the largest bass will be awarded the place tied for. The other contestant will be awarded the next lower place. If only one fish per angler is caught, the points for the places will be added together and divided between the two contestants.

D. In the event no fish are caught, contestants are required to check in at time of the weigh-in, or send notification via another club member that they will not be present for weigh-in. Members who leave the tournament site before weigh-in shall leave a note on Tournament Director’s vehicle to notify him/her of their departure.
ARTICLE X: PROTEST

Any protest must be registered within fifteen (15) minutes of the weigh-in to the Tournament Director or any club official present. A written protest must be submitted to the Executive Committee within five days. Executive Committee members who are not involved in the protest will be responsible for arbitration of the written protest. The decision will be announced at the next monthly meeting. Awards for positions affected by the protest will not be presented until the protest is arbitrated. All decisions are final.
ARTICLE XI: AWARDS AND POINT ALLOCATIONS

SECTION I: POINTS ALLOCATIONS FOR PLACES

A. First Place------------------------------200 Points

B. Second Place----------------------------190 Points

C. Third Place------------------------------180 Points

D. Fourth Place-----------------------------170 Points

E. Fifth Place-------------------------------160 Points
F. Sixth Place-------------------------------150 Points

G. Seventh Place----------------------------140 Points

H. Eighth Place------------------------------130 Points

I. Ninth Place-------------------------------120 Points

J. Tenth Place-------------------------------110 Points

K. Eleventh Place---------------------------100 Points

L. Twelfth Place----------------------------95 Points

M. Thirteenth Place-------------------------90 Points

N. Fourteenth Place-------------------------85 Points

O. Fifteenth Place---------------------------80 Points
P.  and 5pts. For each place beyond
Above points are only awarded to tournament participants who weigh-in fish. Ten points will be awarded to all tournament participants not weighing a fish.

SECTION II: ANNUAL POINT STANDINGS

Annual points standing will be based on the member’s nine (9) best monthly tournaments of the 12 scheduled tournaments.
SECTION III: AWARDS

A. QUARTERLY: Fisherman of the Quarter. Awarded to the fisherman with the most points during the quarter. The award will be a check for $20.00.

B. ANNUALLY: Fisherman of the Year plaque and Fisherman of the year Jacket or $100.00.
C. ANNUALLY: Runner-up Fisherman of the Year. Plaque and $50.00.
D. ANNUALLY: Tournament Lunker of the Year (5 pounds or over). Plaque.    
E. ANNUALLY: Open Lunker of the Year (5 pounds or over). Must be verified by another club member or weigh slip from scales. A picture of the fish on the scales may be presented to club also. Bass must be caught between 1 January and prior to the December tournament by any legal means, in any body of water. Plaque. 
F. ANNUALLY: Sportsman of the Year will be put on hiatus until the club has 15 or more members. Plaque.

G. ANNUALLY: Largest 1 Day Total Bag Weight.  Plaque.

